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The freshwater Ichthyofauna of Kan and Burai rivers Sakri tahsil (District-Dhule) was surveyed
by making five collection stations spread over the entire tahsil and all main places were visited.
Sixty five specimens were examined comprising of 21 species (17 generas) of fishes of five
orders. Order Cypriniformes reports maximum number i.e. 14; it is followed by Perciformes (4).
Whereas Siluriformes, Osteoglossiformes and Synbranchiformes contribute only single species. In
present investigation out of total reported species, nine species of the fishes are reporting first time
from this region.

Key words : [chthyofauna, Cypriniformes, Percitormes, Siluriformes species. Osteoglossiformes.
Synbranchiformes.

INTRODUCTION

Ichthyofauna of Maharashtra has been subject of only a few studies. Some earlier as
well as recent workers viz. Annandale (1919) studied the fish fauna of Satara and Poona
district. Frazer (1942), Tonapi & Mulherkar (1963), Tilak & Tiwari (1976) of Poona
district. Singh & Kamble (1987) surveyed Jalgaon district. Singh (1990) reported Dhule
district. Yadav (2004 & 2006) recorded fish fauna of Pench National Park, Nagpur and
Tadoba National Park, Chandrpur, respectively while Jadhav & Yadav (2007) surveyed
Ratnagiri district. The previous work of Singh (1990) the ichthyofauna of Dhule district
reported 25 fish species. The present ichthyofaunal account adding nine new species
actually have been colleted and updated from the literature. However, very scanty
information (except, Singh, 1990) is available on fish fauna of this region especially Kan
and Burai rivers of Sakri tahsil. Hence attempt has been made here to present piscine
inventory from these two rivers. Both rivers harbour a rich fish fauna (Singh, 1990).

Dhule district, formerly known as West Khandesh, lies between 20° 38’ and 22° 3’
North latitude and 73° 47° and 75° 11” East of longitude. Sakri is one of the major tahsil
of this district. It lies between 20° 59° 25°* N latitude and 74° 19’ E longitudes. Kan and
Burai, both rivers are flowing through tahsil and become tributaries of western flowing
Tapi river. The present work of fresh water fishes comprising 21 species of 17 genera, in
7 subfamilies of 10 families under 5 orders has been prepared.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The fish material was collected from Kan and Burai rivers of Sakri tahsil having five
© stations namely, Dahiwel, Dusane, Sakri, Nijampur and Vardhane. Fishes were colleted
during September 2008 to March 2009 by applying different methods by using cast net
having 6 meter diameter as well as with aid of smaller net or bag net in shallow water.
The fish specimen collected were instantly fixed in 4% formaldehyde solution and
subsequently after 4-6 hour’s fixation and washing with tap water, transferred to 70 %
ethanol. The large sized specimen was given incision on its belly. While identify in the
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'Figs. 1-8. Photo-plate of some newly reported fish species. 1. Channa marulius; 2.
Mastacembelus pancalus; 3. Notopterus notopterus; 4. Oreochromis mossambica; 5.
Osteobrama cotio cotio; 6. Punctius sarana sarana; 7. Punctius sophore; 8. Rita pavimentatus.
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fish specimens, stress was mainly given on stable characters, both meristic and
morphometric. The shape and total length of the body, head and snout; presence and or
absence of barbles, their numbers and length; dorsal, anal and caudal fins and scales etc.
the fishes were studied, identified and their valid scientific names have incorporated in
~ the present paper.

For identification of fishes Day’s Volume-l (1978); Talwar & Jhingran (1991) and
latest books of Jayaram (2002) and Misra (2003), and published occasional papers of
Yadav (2003, 2006 and 2008) were refereed.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A data presented in Table I shows Scientific and common name, locality within river
areas and status of fish, distribution in India and diagnostic features with remarks etc.
The present account reports an inventory of piscine wealth of 21 species of 17 genera
under 5 orders. They include most of food fishes and few are game as well as larvivorous
fishes. Among the orders, Cypriniformes form maximum number (66.7%) of the local
ichthyofauna followed by Perciformes contribute (19%) and remaining orders e.g.
Osteoglossiformes, Siluriformes and Synbranchiformes contribute 4.8 % each. The
present study also indicates, 17 fish species are common while 4 are uncommon in
occurrence. This categorization is made on the basis of abundance, extent of occurrence
and literature (Yadav, 2008). In present work, I am first time reporting 9 new species
(Photo-plates) as in comparison, the work of Singh (1990).

The ichthyofauna of both Kan and Burai rivers are so rich; it can be protected by
avoiding human interference and intensive exploitation like mass killing or capturing,
besides water pollution, short term flowing and irrigation activities. The dumping of
agriculture waste as well as sewage discharges responsible for loss of natural habitat of
fish should be legally banned.
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