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ABSTRACT 
 

On 14th December 2024, a Black-necked Grebe (Podiceps nigricollis) was observed at Kopra Dam, 
Bilaspur district, Chhattisgarh, marking the first recorded occurrence of this species in the region. 
The bird, identified based on its distinct morphological features, was photographed and compared 
with standard literature for confirmation. This sighting expands the known wintering range of the 
species in India and highlights the importance of Kopra Dam as a potential habitat for rare 
migratory birds. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  
 

1.1 Black-Necked Grebe 
 
The Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis has 
a steep forehead, red eyes, and a black crown 
extending below the eye, with dusky grey ear 
coverts. In non-breeding plumage, its white 
throat curves up behind the ear coverts 
(Grimmette et al., 2018). It inhabits freshwater 
marshes and lakes with shallow water and 
dispersed vegetation (O’Donnell et al., 1997). In 
Asia, the Black-necked Grebe winters primarily in 
the western Gangetic Plains, Gujarat, and 
western India, including Maharashtra, Rajasthan, 
and Pakistan, with scattered records from the 
lower Himalaya ranges, northeastern India, 
eastern Assam Valley, Bangladesh, coastal 
Odisha, and Pune, Maharashtra (Rasmussen & 
Anderton, 2012; Kazmierczak, 2000), across 
Nepal with most count from Koshi Tappu wildlife 
reserve, Jagadishpur, Khaptad National Park, 
Annapurna Conservation Area, Chitwan National 
Park (Inskipp et al., 2016) and Rara lake (Inskipp 
et al., 2020; Shrestha et al., 2025). The Black-
necked Grebe has no previous record from 
Chhattisgarh, making this sighting significant. 
 

1.2 Study Site 
 

Kopra Reservoir, located at 22°4’2.6616"N, 
82°2’34.026"E, is situated 13 km east of Bilaspur 

city (Fig. 1). Built by the Government of 
Chhattisgarh as part of an irrigation initiative, the 
reservoir also serves as the main drinking water 
supply for Kopra village. The Kopra wetland is 
located in Sakri Village, Bilaspur district, 
Chhattisgarh, India, along the Raipur–Bilaspur 
bypass. The distance from Bilaspur city is about 
10 km. The wetland is 1680 meters long and has 
a total volume content of 113 TCM (India-WRIS 
2012) (Vishwakarma et al., 2021). 
 

2. METHODOLOGY  
 

During a routine birdwatching survey on 14th 
December 2024, at Kopra Dam, the first author 
observed an unusual grebe around 13:30 hours. 
The bird was photographed using a Canon EOS 
90D with a Sigma 150-600mm lens. Identification 
was conducted through a comparison with field 
guides and ornithological literature Grimmett et 
al. (2018); Rasmussen & Anderton (2012). A 
literature review, including searches on Google 
Scholar and ResearchGate, was performed to 
determine prior records of the species in 
Chhattisgarh. 
 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

The Black-necked Grebe was identified based on 
its greyish overall appearance, blackish cap, red 
eyes, and distinct body shape. It differs from the 
smaller Little Grebe (Tachybaptus ruficollis),  

 

 
 

Fig. 1. Image showing the study area map of Kopra dam 
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Fig. 2. Photograph taken on 14th Dec by Lokesh Sharan 
 
which has a rounder forehead, and the larger 
Great Crested Grebe (Podiceps cristatus), which 
has a sloping forehead and a head crest. The 
Black-necked Grebe is a rare winter visitor to 
western Maharashtra Prasad, (2004) and an 
uncommon winter visitor to Gujarat, primarily in 
Charakala, with scattered records from 
Saurashtra, Kachchh Ganpule, (2016), Bharuch 
district in South Gujarat Patel, (2018), Nasik in 
Maharashtra Raha et al., (2005), and Hokersar 
wetland in Jammu and Kashmir Sofi et al., 
(2023). The absence of prior records in 
Chhattisgarh suggests this could be a vagrant 
occurrence or an indication of an underexplored 
migratory pathway. The Black-necked Grebe is 
vulnerable due to its dependence on stable 
saline lakes for feeding O’Donnell et al., (1997), 
with notable concentrations reported at Fateh 
Sagar Lake- 1000 individuals, Rajasthan 
Perennou et al., (1994); O’Donnel et al., (1997) 
and Charakala, Gujarat- 1405 individuals Jadhav 
et al., (2003). Previous bird studies by Naidu et 
al., (2021) Arjun et al., (2023) and Vishwakarma 
et al., (2021) at Kopra dam, along with a search 
on Google Scholar and ResearchGate, revealed 
no recorded occurrence of this species in 
Chhattisgarh. This sighting emphasizes the 
importance of Kopra Dam as a potential stopover 
site for migratory waterbirds. The surrounding 
area sustains a rich food chain, including nectar-
producing and seed-bearing plants, fruits, 
insects, beetles, grubs, mollusks, shrimp, 
crustaceans, tadpoles, fish, amphibians, and 
reptiles. These favorable environmental 
conditions make it an ideal habitat that attracts 
both resident and migratory bird species for 
feeding and nesting. In a recent study 
Vishwakarma et al., (2021) recorded 133 avian 
species from 18 orders and 47 families in a study 

conducted over three winter seasons. Of these, 
80 were resident and 53 migratory species.  
 

4. CONCLUSION 
 

The documentation of the Black-necked Grebe at 
Kopra Dam represents the first confirmed record 
of this species in Chhattisgarh. This sighting 
contributes to the understanding of its wintering 
distribution in India and underscores the need for 
further avian studies in the region. Kopra Dam 
may serve as an important habitat for migratory 
waterbirds, warranting continued monitoring and 
conservation efforts. 
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